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Choosing business-aware 
candidates is important in 
forthcoming Council Elections

Council elections are scheduled for 
the end of October. The election will be 
undertaken by postal voting with election 
day being Saturday 24 October.

The City of Port Phillip electors vote for three 
councillors in the three wards; Canal Ward, 
Lake Ward and Gateway Ward, a total of nine 
councillors from a field of 26 candidates. The 
Councillors then elect from their number the 
mayor. Two of the current Gateway Ward 
councillors, Cr Bernadine Voss and Cr Oggy 
Simic are not recontesting leaving only Cr Marcus 
Pearl from the current Council. 

Note: There is no physical voting on Election Day 
so you must ensure that your ballot is lodged so 
that it reaches the office designated prior to 6 pm 
on Friday 23 October.

Due to COVID19, much of the Council election 
campaign will be done through social media this 
year. We encourage members to participate in 
online forums and post messages highlighting the 
need for business responsive councils. There are 
a number of candidates with strong backgrounds 
in business. FBBF recommends that before voting 
you contact the candidates and ask what their 
views on Fishermans Bend are and if elected how 
they would advance a pro-business agenda.

Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area is covered 
by the Gateway Ward in the City of Port Phillip 
and the City of Melbourne 

The City of Melbourne is an unsubdivided 
municipality consisting of a directly elected 
Lord Mayor and Deputy Lord Mayor, and nine 
councillors. During a general election, the City 
of Melbourne holds two simultaneous elections 
– one to elect the Lord Mayor and Deputy Lord 
Mayor (leadership team) and the other to elect the 
nine councillors.

Ballot packs will be mailed to every person 
enrolled on the Melbourne City Council voters’ 
roll, from Tuesday 6 October. Owners or occupiers 
of rateable property within the City of Melbourne 
can register two owners and two occupiers for 
any one property however if you are currently not 
registered the Council roll has closed.

REPRESENTING THE VOICE OF BUSINESS



City of Port Phillip invites FBBF to join 
business advisory group

Richard Blackman the President of FBBF accepted an 
invitation to sit on the recently formed Prosperous Port 
Phillip Business Advisory Group established to give 
business advice to the Port Phillip Council. The group 
includes representatives from all areas of Port Phillip 
and a cross section of industries.

In announcing the group that held its first meeting by 
video link on 22 September that, “The Advisory Group 
will work together with Council to define the desired 
future vision for Port Phillip’s economy, lift gross local 
product, and create or attract new jobs to the City.”

Richard Blackman said that Port Phillip municipality 
is home to around 22,000 registered businesses 
employing 95,000 employees.  

“The makeup of businesses are predominantly small 
businesses who often struggle having their voice heard 
when decisions are being made. We believe that given 
the challenges imposed by COVID19, governments at 
all levels must challenge themselves about how they 
can lower the cost of doing business and make it easier 
to employ people.”

FBBF has prepared a presentation on Responsive 
Regulation and will be putting it on the agenda for the 
Business Advisory Group. 

Responsive regulation originated in the 1980s looking  
at how regulators who did their jobs well achieved

positive results. Often the condition that surround the 
introduction of a regulation changes, but the regulation 
remains on the books. Normally regulations come 
about when society comes to a view that harm is being 
done and that harm must be stopped. Harm could be 
physical harm, environmental harm or economic harm. 
There should be a constant process of identifying 
changes in circumstances, including how regulatory 
interventions are enforced.  

“We will also be putting the question to candidates 
in the up-coming council elections to see how aware 
they are of how regulations are hampering business 
investment and growth,” the FBBF President said.



The Planning Minister Richard Wynne has granted 
approval for three apartment projects that will give some 
life to the Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area.

Developer Gurner has gained approval for site at 2-28 
Montague Street will become a multi-tower mixed-use 
precinct designed by Cox Architecture and comprise 
700 residences and hotel rooms, 24 affordable housing 
units, 14,453sq m of commercial space and 5,668sq m 
of retail. The project valued at $1 billion and according 
to Gurner founder Tim Gurner, “the project will play 
a key role in the regeneration of the prominent South 
Melbourne precinct and its connection to the CBD and 
Docklands.”

Sydney developer Lateral Estate have been given the 
go-ahead for a build to rent project at 118 Bertie Street 
in the Sandridge Precinct. The project near Toyota’s 
nation HQ, Colonial brewery and Starward Distillery will 
add life to this emerging area.

A private developer has been granted approval for 
a 36-storey mixed-use tower at 203-205 Normanby 
Road, Southbank. The development of this site in the 
Montague precinct will complement other projects 
currently under construction in the immediate vicinity 
and contribute to the changing face of the Normanby 
Road corridor. 

These developments are all in close proximity to the 
Bay Street, Coventry Street and South Melbourne retail 
strips which will stimulate the local economy.

This follows the announcement that Woolworths are

to develop a full-line supermarket and Dan Murphy’s 
outlet on the Goodman site on the corner of Plummer 
and Graham Street in the Wirraway Precinct. The 
development will be a major benefit for businesses in 
the area enabling staff working nearby to shop in their 
lunch breaks and after work.

Private developer R.Corporation has commenced work 
on a dual luxury tower project on 253 - 273 Normanby 
Road South Melbourne comprising a 32-storey tower 
and a 40-storey tower with five podium levels. The 
project called R.Iconic comprises 456 residences and 
will feature landscaped roof gardens, a private dining 
garden, Whiskey lounge, Infinity pool and gym. 

FBBF Secretary Alysia Reilly of Colliers said, “It is great 
to see some more development activity emerging in 
Fishermans Bend and transitional uses like retail coming 
through to provide amenity to precincts like Wirraway.”

Government gives go-ahead for projects
Left: R Corporation, dual apartment towers, R Iconic. Right: the Gurner development in Montague. Below: 118 Bertie Streetbuild to rent project. 



FBBF announces  
new Vice President

Fishermans Bend Business Forum announced the 
appointment of Andy Bowen as Vice President 
following a meeting of the Committee on 9th 
September. Andy has been a member of the 
Committee since 2019 and represents Bowen & 
Pomeroy Pty Ltd who have a major facility in the 
Wirraway Precinct of the Fishermans Bend Urban 
Renewal Area. Prior to joining Bowens, Andy was 
Vice-President at JPMorgan in New York within 
Asset Management and spent 11 years working in 
the Investment Banking industry at both Goldman 
Sachs and JPMorgan.

Bowens have been an institution of the Victorian 
building industry having recently celebrated 
125 years of operation. The company operates 
16 stores in Melbourne and regional Victoria 
servicing small-to-medium sized builders, large 
commercial projects and 18 of Victoria’s largest 
20 residential builders. The Port Melbourne store 
at 128 Salmon Street is also home to Showroom 
by Bowens - a extensive selection centre 
displaying the best of timber flooring, doors, 
door hardware, claddings, mouldings, acoustic 
and interior linings where builders, architects and 
renovators can view all styles available. 

Andy has been active in forums on the future of 
inner-city precinct planning, port rail access and 
precinct activation. 

 
FBBF Executive Officer, David Weston - Ph 1300 418 283 
Email: contact@fishermansbendbusinessforum.com.au  
Web fishermansbendbusinessforum.com.au 
FBBF President, Richard Blackman  Email: richard@ciasg.com.au 

 
Join the Linkedin Discussion Group  
https: //www.linkedin.com/groups/10359566 

Like us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/FishermansBendBusinessForum/ 

Go to www.fishermansbendbusinessforum.com.au  
fill in the contact form and send.  
One of our team will be in touch with you.

Become an FBBF member, 
know what’s going on and 
have your say.  
We’re working on the issues 
that directly effect your 
businesses future.   

REPRESENTING THE VOICE OF BUSINESS

New Minister for Business Precincts

New Minister for Business Precincts and the 
Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions, 
Martin Pakula has taken on responsibility for 
delivery of the Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal 
project. FBBF looks forward to engaging with 
Minister Pakula on how the Government’s vision 
for advanced manufacturing and employment 
attraction can be progessed along with the 
Precinct Plan for the Employment Precinct.

Fishermans Bend Business Forum is a registered association with Consumer Affairs Victoria - A0102058V. Registered address: PO Box 27, Port Melbourne Victoria, 3207.


